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Three Rooms We All 

Want To Avoid



What *ARE* The Three Rooms?



Protests – A *NEW* Area Of Concern





Why Would Your Event Be Targeted For 

Protests/Protestors?

• Large numbers attracted to the event

• Specific/Featured speakers at the 
event

• Media coverage of/at the event

• Location/Vicinity of the event

• Specific audience at the event

*Religious

*Political

*Controversial

*Etc.





Street Crime: Another Concern



Why Would Your Event Be Targeted For 

Street Crime?

• Large numbers attracted to the 
event

• Specific audience attracted to 
the event

*Wealthy

*Senior/Youth

*Female

*Collateral damage



The Threat of a “Good Story”

One of the greatest 

threats to your event may 

not initially be a person 

with a gun or knife, but 

rather a person with a 

“good story.”



Your Role in Onsite Security

• Verify all of those from the 
event venue who have or will 
have access prior to your event

• Verify from exhibitors “who” 
will attend by name and by 
photos prior to check-in

• Allow for different types of 
attendee IDs if there are other 
concerns

• A word on “Badges”



We All Know The Phrase…

“But how many people 

know what it is that they 

are supposed to be 

looking for?”

Good question!



And Something Else…



Three Principals of Magic…

And of Crime

• Misdirection

• Illusion

• Accomplices





Let’s Talk About The Courtroom

• Prove person/people were 

harmed

• Prove who was responsible

• Prove who was negligent

• Prove “deep pockets”





There are now TWO (2) 

courtrooms today, the court of 

law and…



The Court of Public Opinion

Let’s talk about your 

social media practices 

and policies as well as 

those of your staff.



Mitigating Your Risks

• Waivers included in 
registrations

• Communications with 
attendees, written and/or 
verbal

• Sign and/or video reminders 
during event

• Documentation of the above 
efforts



Strategies for Personal Threats

• Pre-attendee or onsite 

training enhancing personal 

awareness

• Onsite signage and videos 

re-enforcing personal 

awareness

• Documentation of all such 

actions/activities



Strategies for Confrontational Threats

• Code of Conduct or similar 
incorporated into registration 
process

• Potential waivers for attendees 
to sign upon entry

• Pre-attendee or onsite 
communications, signage and 
videos re-enforcing the above

• Documentation of all such 
actions and activities









Example of Proactive Communication

Take a look (and lead) from 

the Int’l Legal Technology 

Association and what *they* 

are proactively 

communicating to their 

attendees…

PRE-EVENT!





Jeff McKissack
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